Dear [elected officials], 
A safe, affordable and accessible home is the starting point for health, wellbeing and stability, foundational for people to access employment, education, social connection and neighbourhood services. Yet across Ontario, and especially in the GTA, we are seeing a dramatic rise in individuals and families struggling to secure and maintain housing that they can afford and that meets their needs.  
One third of Ontarians are renters, and almost one in four are paying rents they can’t afford. 2 in 3 food bank visitors in Ontario have less than $100 left after paying their housing costs each month. While these pressures fall heaviest on the over 1.4 million households in Ontario living with low incomes, the shortage of housing that is affordable for a range of income levels is increasingly being felt by middle-income earners, too.   
When people cannot access affordable housing, we see the impacts in record-levels of homelessness and shelters overcapacity, forced to turn away those with nowhere else to go. In poor mental and physical health outcomes and untapped potential. In pressure on government-funded institutions and services.  
We know the affordable housing crisis has been decades in the making, compounded now by record inflation, incomes that are not keeping pace, and the financialization of housing. No single level of government can solve this crisis, and collaboration – not only between municipal, provincial and federal governments, but also with cross-sectoral and community partners – is integral to our shared success. 
That is why we are calling on all levels of government to act and work together to implement six high-impact recommendations to address this crisis systematically and comprehensively:  
1. Preserve the existing affordable rental housing stock that is at risk of loss due to renovations, conversions or demolitions through municipal rental housing replacement policies.  
2. Invest in programs that help rental units well-maintained and livable while maintaining their affordability.   
3. Enable community-based non-profit organizations to acquire and preserve existing affordable rental stock.  
4. Promote housing stability and prevent evictions into homelessness by regulating rents on vacant units. 
5. Invest in affordable and deeply affordable purpose-built rental housing options, including development and acquisition of supportive housing, non-profit housing and co-operative housing. 
6. Meaningfully address the affordability crisis and lift people out of poverty by increasing minimum wage, Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) and Ontario Works (OW) rates to livable levels. 
A safe, affordable place to call home should be within reach for all who call the GTA, Ontario, and Canada home, and it can be – but only if all levels of government work together to ensure that no one is left behind. 
Sincerely,  [Name]
