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Daniele Zanotti
  
At a time when so much threatens to divide us, thanks to everyone on our 
2021 Honour Roll for choosing to stand with community, united.  

Each and every one of you know that for the GTA to be great, it has to be 
great for all. You know that the best way to address deepening inequalities, 
decades in the making, is by investing in the places, people and populations 
most impacted by poverty and challenging the forces that create it—
precarious work, the lack of affordable housing, racism and discrimination. 
And you know this slow, steady work can only be done together. 

Your generosity has been powering rapid response to community crises 
and helping United Way and its agencies work with people across Peel, 
Toronto and York Region to build better, stronger communities. Together, 
we’ve flowed emergency funds to neighbourhoods to address rapidly 
changing—and growing—need. That means food baskets delivered. People 
housed. Newcomers and refugees supported. Young people connected to 
meaningful jobs. 

And we haven’t lost sight of the big picture. With your support, we’ve 
published groundbreaking research, including our Vertical Legacy report, 
which offered concrete steps to help ensure our neighbours have decent, 
secure and affordable housing. We also continue to make the case for 
progressive policies that can legislate real and lasting change—paid 
emergency leave, solutions to the housing crisis and more. 

Side by side, we’ll continue to put funds where community partners say  
they need them most, filling the gaps where others can’t. Side by side, we’ll 
bring businesses, governments, residents and donors together to change 
the systems that enable poverty. 

Nimble, agile, responsive, collaborative and committed to reconciliation  
and equity—this is a truly united way forward, one made possible by you. 
Thank you for always standing by our side in, for and with community. 

Always, and only, thank you. 

Daniele Zanotti
President & CEO
United Way Greater Toronto





Paul J. Bradley
  
If the last couple of years have taught me anything, it’s how important it is 
to “think global, act local.” This awful pandemic has shown me exactly how 
essential healthy, connected communities are—and why organizations like 
United Way are so important.

I’m a long-time supporter of United Way, and when the COVID-19 crisis hit, 
my partner and I reached out to see what we could do. United Way connected 
us to Meals on Wheels, and we started delivering meals through Dixon Hall. 
I encountered people who had suddenly found themselves shut inside and 
isolated from their communities, and I was often one of the few people they 
saw in person all week. The simple act of delivering a meal and sharing a few 
minutes of humanity with these folks meant the world to them—and to me. 

This experience changed me in ways I never expected. My conviction in what 
United Way stands for—building thriving local communities—has increased 
exponentially. I quickly realized that I was a small fibre in a large network of 
supporters across the GTA that made so much possible. None of us can do it 
alone—it’s all about rolling up our sleeves and pitching in, however we can.

Which brings us to today. The worst of the COVID-19 crisis is hopefully 
behind us, but we now face a higher cost of living, an ongoing housing crisis, 
geopolitical worries and more. We are all feeling it—spiritually, emotionally and 
financially. While some of us with more resources don’t have many opportunities 
to really understand how hard these crises are hitting our community, the reality 
is that our friends and neighbours across the GTA face deepening uncertainties 
in life. That’s why our support is more important than ever. 

Thank you to each of you listed in the following pages. At a time when the news 
that surrounds us can leave us feeling frustrated and somewhat unsteady, you 
have come together to make a difference—to show that you care about, and 
are connected to, our neighbours across the region.

Sincerely, 

Paul J. Bradley
Operating Partner, Northleaf Capital

Chair, Major Individual Giving Cabinet



Chair:  Paul J. Bradley  
Operating Partner, Northleaf Capital

Christopher Abe
RBC Capital Markets

Jamie Anderson
Corporate Director

Nitin Babbar
RBC Capital Markets

Dominique Barker
CIBC

Dany Beauchemin
Scotiabank

Paul Belanger
Blakes

Geoff Bertram
TD Bank Group

Bradley Black
CIBC

Wayne Bossert
RBC

Norie Campbell

Nick Chan
BMO Financial Group

Jordy Chilcott
Wellington-Altus Private Wealth

Harry Culham
CIBC

Tom Curry
Lenczner Slaght

Chris Dale
National Bank

Andre de Haan

Sonal Doshi
TD Bank Group

Roman Dubczak
CIBC

Anton Erdody
CIBC

Michael Flux
Connor, Clark & Lunn  
Private Capital

Michael Foulkes
Corporate Director

Brad Fox
BMO Financial Group

Thomas Gajer
RBC Capital Markets

John Graham
Canada Pension Plan  
Investment Board

Tanya Hanrahan
RBC

Kim Harle
Blakes

Helen Hayes
BlackRock

Christian Hensley
IMCO

Barbara Hooper
TD Bank Group

Sarah Hunter
The K.M. Hunter  
Charitable Foundation

Ofelia Isabel, CHRE

Alison James
CIBC

Emily Jelich
TD Bank Group

Monique Jilesen
Lenczner Slaght

Donald K. Johnson, O.C.
BMO Capital Markets

Nigel Johnston
McCarthy Tétrault LLP

Deland Kamanga
BMO Financial Group

Leadership
2022 Major Individual Giving Cabinet
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Josh Kay
CIBC

Stuart Kedwell
RBC

Erin Keleher
National Bank

Rizwan Khalfan
TD Bank Group

Chint Kulkarni
CIBC

Brian Lang
Real Matters

Charles Lesaux
RBC Capital Markets

George Lewis
Corporate Director

Jeffrey R. Lloyd
Blakes

John Macfarlane
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP

William MacKinnon
Corporate Director

Vineet Malhotra
CIBC

Massimo Marinelli
EY

Troy Maxwell
RBC Capital Markets

John McCartney
Scotiabank

Blair McCreadie
Dentons Canada

Islay McGlynn

Jamsheed Mehta
BMO Financial Group

Eric Métivier
CIBC

Mike Miller
CIBC

Sohrab Movahedi
BMO Financial Group

Lara Nathans
McCarthy Tétrault LLP

Áine O’Flynn
BMO Financial Group

Brad Owen
KPMG

Vijay Parmar
RBC

Nilesh Patel
TD Bank Group

Dave Pelletier
Corporate Director

Rose Porter
Scotiabank

Andy Pringle
RPIA

Robbie Pryde
TD Bank Group

Farah Qasemi
EY

Joanna Rotenberg
Fidelity Investments

Shara Roy
EY

Paul Sabourin
Polar Asset  
Management Partners

Ryan Selwood
The Carlyle Group

Burke Smyth
TD Bank Group

Marc St-Onge
CIBC

Mary Sullivan
Canada Pension Plan  
Investment Board

Richard Talbot
Corporate Director

Eric Tripp
Corporate Director

Richard Venn
Further Global  
Capital Management

Bruce Vickers
Deloitte

James Wetmore
RBC Capital Markets

Tim Wiggan
TD Bank Group

Damon Williams
RBC

Mark Wiseman
Chair, AIMCo

Robert Yeung
BMO Financial Group
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“  We are firm believers in United 
Way’s mission to end poverty in our 
region, and we know these efforts 
take time. That’s why we are proud 
to have supported this work for 
30 years. Sustained, significant 
giving ensures that United Way can 
continue to be there no matter what 
crises our community faces.”

— Eric Tripp and Maria Smith
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Thank you to our Million Dollar Roundtable members. 
Each of you has made a remarkable commitment to 
your community with your tremendous generosity. 
By cumulatively giving $1 million or more to United 
Way Greater Toronto over the years, you’ve powered 
groundbreaking initiatives and much-needed services 
in every corner of Peel, Toronto and York Region.  

You’ve ensured our network of agencies can do its 
work, year in and year out, helping to build a better, 
stronger region for everyone who lives here. During 
these tumultuous times, this network—powered by 
your unwavering support—is meeting immediate  
need and addressing the roots of poverty. 

We are incredibly grateful to count you as members  
of our United Way family. Thank you for all that you 
have made possible.  

Throughout the following pages, members of the 
Million Dollar Roundtable will be recognized by a 
blue square next to their name. Please join us in 
celebrating these incredible individuals for all they  
do for our community. 

MILLION  
DOLLAR  
ROUNDTABLE
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Our Major Donor Circle members gave $10,000 
or more to United Way Greater Toronto from 
January 1 to December 31, 2021. Their generosity 
fuels United Way’s work tackling local poverty 
and the forces that create it—rising inflation, 
precarious work, the lack of affordable housing, 
racism and discrimination—across the GTA. We 
are proud to celebrate the extraordinary local love 
these individuals and foundations show for Peel, 
Toronto and York Region. 

MAJOR 
DONOR 
CIRCLE



11United Way 2021 Honour Roll

Million Dollar Circle
($1,000,000+)

■ The Copland Family   

■ The Slaight Family Foundation 

Innovator
($500,000-$999,999)

■ The Azrieli Foundation

 The Barrett Family Foundation

■ Dominic & Pearl D’Alessandro

■  Robert Dorrance & Gail 
Drummond

■  Carol Mitchell, Richard Venn & 
The Venn-Mitchell Family Fund

Susan J. Robins

■ Bill & Bronwen Thomas

Visionary 
($200,000-$499,999)

■ William & Lorna Anderson

John Carswell

■ Ed & Fran Clark

■ Maureen & Victor Dodig

■  Ira Gluskin & Maxine  
Granovsky Gluskin

The Goldberg Family Foundation

■ In Memoriam, Al Green

The Koschitzky Family

■ Heather Mason-Wood & 
Michael Wood

■ Shabnam & Bharat Masrani

■ Martha & Mike Pedersen

■ Brian & Megan Porter

■ Andrew & Valerie Pringle

■ Gary & Donna Slaight

■ Stephen Smith & Diane Blake

■ Edward & Fran Sonshine

■ Hap & Barbara Stephen

■ The Waugh Family
 
 and four donors who wish  
to remain anonymous 

■  Member of Million Dollar 
Roundtable who has 
cumulatively given $1 million 
or more to United Way Greater 
Toronto, a tremendous show of 
commitment to our community 

 

 ■  Member of Women United 
who has given generously in 
support of women in the GTA 
experiencing poverty and 
related issues .



One Sunday last spring as the pandemic was beginning to change  
everything, Joanna Rotenberg and her family went for a walk through  
a ravine near their home, where they passed some people who were  
living in tents. 

“Our three kids had many questions that came down to: ‘How are people  
living this way? And what will happen to them in a pandemic?’” she says. 
“The penny dropped for me. The people who were already struggling  
prior to 2020 were going to be among the hardest hit, both by the virus  
itself and through less support if funding for critical programs was cut.  
I felt we had to do something because if not us, then who?” 

As Chair of United Way’s Major Individual Giving Cabinet, Joanna  
was uniquely positioned to act. But she faced a huge challenge: many  
of United Way’s usual methods of fundraising likely weren’t going to  
have the same impact during a pandemic. 

“We decided the best thing would be to unleash the creativity  
of our incredible major donor network,” she says of its scrappy and  
entrepreneurial approach. “We applied a ‘test and learn’ method to  
everything from virtual engagement opportunities to new ways of  
broadening our donor base.” 

Joanna led by example and tirelessly championed United Way’s role  
as the largest supporter of social services in the GTA, next to government.  
Joanna and her husband, Andrew Armstrong, also increased their own  
annual gift substantially—inspiring others in the major donor network  
to do the same. 

What an impact it made. The Major Individual Giving Cabinet exceeded its 
2020 goal, breaking records and ensuring crucial United Way services could 
continue to support the people hardest hit by this crisis. 

“This experience has been extremely rewarding,” Joanna says.  
“It’s shown me the power of United Way to make a difference  
when it’s needed the most.” 

Forging
a new

JOANNA ROTENBERG

Path

When Alison James was a university student, she 
volunteered at a United Way-supported women’s 
shelter and learned first-hand how much need 
exists in our communities. 

“At the outset of my career, I didn’t give financially, 
but I could volunteer my time,” Alison says. “I 
had a couple of very impactful experiences at the 
shelter, and it made me think about how fortunate 
I was. I made a commitment to myself way back 
then that, when I was able to, I would financially 
support United Way as well.”

It’s a promise she’s kept. She generously donates 
throughout the year, and has slowly but surely 
increased the time she spends supporting United 
Way. She was a senior volunteer on a CIBC 
employee giving campaign, and acted as an 
advocate for United Way at work, where she has 
engaged both her direct team and leading women 
across CIBC through agency tours and events, 
including guest speakers.  

“I always want to make sure people that I work 
with and people that I interact with really 
understand what United Way does,” she says. 
“And it’s made a difference—some of the people 
coming out of those tours have built long-term 
relationships with United Way, others have run 
fundraising drives on their own. Getting to show 
people what they actually do is really impactful.”

And the more Alison contributes to United 
Way, the more invested she becomes. She even 
brings this important message home—literally. 
She wants to teach her son that if you can help 
your community, you should, so she looks for 
opportunities where he can contribute to United 
Way, too. Most recently, that means putting 
together backpacks filled with back-to-school 
essentials—and a toy or two.

“He always says, ‘But mom, they also would 
want something fun,’” she says. “It’s been a good 
opportunity to open his eyes to other people’s 
experiences, and also to feel good about helping.”

ALISON JAMES

Themore
youknow
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Guardian 
($100,000-$199,999)

■ Karen & Bill Barnett

■ Diana Belevsky & Al Meghji

Chris Brillinger

Charles Brindamour &  
Josée Letarte

■ Norie Campbell

John & Pattie Cleghorn

Estate of Geoffrey Harold Collins

■ Dean Connor & Maris Uffelmann

■ Tami & George Cope

■ Patrick & Ramona Cronin

The Dottori-Attanasio Family

■ Bill & Robin Downe

■ Joan Eakin & Chris Hoffmann

Anton & Allie Erdody

Bill & Barbara Etherington

■ Tony & Shari Fell

Glenn & Megan Gibson

■ Peter & Shelagh Godsoe

■ Roy & Sarah Gori

■ Jonathan & Nita Hunter

■ Donald K. Johnson, O.C.

■■ Colleen & Brian Johnston

Katherine Kay & Michael Meltzer

■ Stu Kedwell & Candice Holmes

■ David & Sheryl Kerr

■  The Henry White Kinnear 
Foundation

David Levenson &  
Samantha Kives

The Lewis Family - In Memory of 
David A. Lewis

■ Bill MacKinnon & Sandie Dix

Linda Mantia & Gerrard Schmid

Keith Mashinter

Troy & Janine Maxwell

■ The McLean Foundation

Estate of Paul Meval

Derek & Sherri Neldner

The Northpine Foundation

Bill Peckford & Linda Colpa

Rod & Francine Pennycook

■ Sandra & James Pitblado

Robbie Pryde

■ Jane Rowe & Tammy McBrien

Jan & Paul Sabourin

Jane & Tom Sabourin

■ Gerald Sheff & Shanitha Kachan

Jad & Roula Shimaly

Irina & Yury Shmuylovich

■ Paul & Patti Shugart

David & Michelle Skurka

Peter Snucins Family

William & Gail Szego

■  The Tory Family – Elizabeth Tory, 
John Tory & Barbara Hackett and 
Jennifer Tory

The Trapp Family

■ Tripp Smith Family Foundation

■ Kathleen & Bill Troost

■ Beth & Brent Wilson

■ Chuck & Libby Winograd

■ Ron Woods

■ Bob & Joan Wright

and five donors who wish 
to remain anonymous

Cornerstone 
($75,000-$99,999)

■  The Charles Norcliffe Baker & 
Thelma Scott Baker Foundation

Dan & Kathryn Barclay

Ravi Bhat & Julia Radcliffe

■ The Bickle-Wilder Foundation

Tom Curry & Lori Monteith

Brian Davis & Lynn Oldershaw

Steve Dent & Janet Maclaren

Blair & Kathy Keefe

Jane & Michael Lay

Gail MacNaughton

The Anthony & Amie Munk 
Foundation

Brad & Kathy Owen

William & Linda Quinn

Tony & Denise Randell and 
Family

Nadia, David & Liam Regan

Leo & Sonia Salom

Steve & Tina Tennyson

Don Walker & Joan Kelley Walker

Darryl & Cassandra White and 
Family

and one donor who wishes to 
remain anonymous

ALISON JAMES
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Trustee 
($50,000-$74,999) 

Bill Acton

Robert & Mary Pat Armstrong

Tony & Anne Arrell

Marilyn & Charles Baillie

Elisabetta Bigsby

The Blidner Family Foundation

Sean & Peta Boyd

Kurt Brands & Rebecca Ramsden

Jim Byrd & Carol Bagozzi

Mark & Vicki Chauvin

Dan & Brenda Chornous

Paul & Susan Clark

■  Peter, Catherine, Michael & 
Graham Clark

Bruce Cooper

Culham Family Foundation

■  Mark & Mary Cullen

■  Teri & Bill Currie

The Dabydeens

Melba Davie and Family

Cam & Caron Desbrisay

Alexandra Dousmanis-Curtis

The Dubczak Family

Harry & Cecile Erlich

Gail & Bob Farquharson

The Gordon & Donna Feeney 
Family Foundation

Christopher Fernyc and  
Family 

Flatt Foundation

Michael Foulkes &  
Linda Brennan

Morten N. Friis & Janice E. Friis

Harvey & Leah Fruitman

Trevor & Cindy Gardner

Ronald & Brigette Granofsky

■  Donald Guloien & Irene Boychuk

Doug Guzman, Sheila Brown  
and Family

■  Robert Harding & Angel Yang

David & Lenore Hawkey

Tim & Lana Hockey

Barbara Hooper

Jon & Mary Hountalas

■  The K. M. Hunter  
Charitable Foundation

Alan Jette & Cheryl Swan

Erminia (Ernie) Johannson

Nigel P. J. Johnston

Rizwan & Shelyna Khalfan

Paul Kirk

Kenn Lalonde & Christine 
Anderson

Dave & Janis Leonard

■  Leanne & George Lewis

Donald Lewtas & Barbara Mitton

Doug MacDonald &  
Karen Gleeson

Robert & Margaret MacLellan

Brian McDonough &  
Dr. Alexandra Berezowskyj

Elda McDowell

Ken Miner

Marcia Moffat

Kevin & Jarmila Mol

Estate of Bruce Monick

Joan & David Moore

Christine & Stuart Morris

Michael Nairne &  
Joanne Swystun

Gilles & Julia Ouellette

Chris Paliare & Eva Marszewski

■ Kerry Peacock

Andrew Pickersgill &  
Stephanie Bloomfield

■  Karrin Powys-Lybbe &  
Chris von Boetticher

Tim & Frances Price

■  Heather Reisman &  
Gerald W. Schwartz

■ James Rong & Jane Wang

Bruce W. Ross

Joanna Rotenberg &  
Andrew Armstrong and Family

Linda Rothstein & Ian Roland

Stuart & Jennifer Rutledge
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Mike & Ester Scott

Morris Shohet & Dr. Noelle Grace

■  Larry & Judy Tanenbaum  
Family Foundation

Chris & Toni Taves

■  Kathleen Taylor & Neil Harris

Richard M. Thomson OC

Fred & Vicki Tomczyk

Erol & Ayca Uzumeri

■  John & Josie Watson

■  Shelagh & David Wilson

Mark Wiseman

and five donors who wish to 
remain anonymous

Benefactor 
($25,000-$49,999) 

Darren Ablett & Christine Walton

Firoz Ahmed & Susan Fisher

■ Jamie & Patsy Anderson

Cheryl Atkinson &  
Donald Schmitt

■  Karen Atkinson

Andrew Auerbach &  
Jean Blacklock

Andrew Aziz & Betsy Harvie Aziz

Ilan I. Bahar

■ Aubrey & Marsha Baillie

Ajai Bambawale &  
Meenakshi Sibal

Beth & Dany Beauchemin

Neil Beaumont

Serena & Shawn Beber

Estate of Walter Becker

Paul Belanger & Josée Bouchard

Mark & Kathryn Bennett

Nani & Austin Beutel  
Family Fund

Sunil Bhutani & Deborah Deen

Bradley, Pearl & Lola Black

Dan & Carolynne Boivin

Stephen Bowman &  
Elizabeth Koester

Brenda & John Bradlow

Salvatore Brancaccio

Rob & Teresa Brouwer

Peter L. Buzzi

Kristen Carscallen  
Professional Corporation

John & Mary Cassaday

Valerie Christie

Cluett/Kulkarni Foundation

Jacqueline R. Code

Carrie Cook and Family

Barry & Susanne Cooper

Donald & Ann Cooper

John H. Craig

Gayle & Bob Cronin

Marty Cutler & Marilyn Minden

Jackie & Chris Dale

Grant Dawson & Julia McBrayne

Andre & Glenna de Haan

Navdeep & Navneet Dhaliwal

Eph & Shirley Diamond  
Family Foundation

Wilma Ditchfield

Glenn Dobby &  
Catherine McInnes

Edward & Daphne Dodig

Bryce & Nicki Douglas

Lisa Driscoll

The Dudtschak Family

David Duggan

Joan E. Eddy

Christian & Florence Exshaw

Darleen & Richard Falconer

Ross Ferrier

Rob Forbrigger

Cameron Fowler & Tori Barton

Jean Fraser & Thomas Rahilly

Louis Gagnon & Ann Raby

Thomas & Linda Gajer

Jeff & Holly Galway

Mariann & Steve Geist

Sharon Geraghty & Paul Wickens

Duncan & Susan Gibson

Eileen Gillese

Kevin Glass

Matthew Goddard

Philip Gold & Molly Shainfarber 
Charitable Fund

Jacques & Tuula Goulet

John & Judith Grant

Dilprit & Rajbinder Grewal
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To understand Bob Barrett’s dedication to 
philanthropy, you have to look at his father’s 
commitment to the same. In 1992, Bob’s father 
Wilmer established the Wilmer D. Barrett Chair in 
Polymer Science and Engineering at the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst, an investment that was 
intended to foster innovation at the institution as 
well as to recruit and retain the best professors. 
Later, when he was deciding what to do with his 
estate, he left everything to a church, a university 
and a hospital. 

Watching his father prioritize giving in this way 
had a deep impact on Bob. 

“I am deeply inspired by my father’s lifelong 
teaching of ingenuity, entrepreneurship and giving 
back,” he says.

That’s why, in 2013, Bob established the Barrett 
Family Foundation with his spouse Francine 
Rouleau-Barrett and daughters Kim Barrett 
McKenna and Rebecca Barrett. (Son-in-law 
John McKenna and community philanthropist 
Mark Cullen also sit on the board, and Alister 
Mathieson serves as executive director.) The goal 
was to support projects and charities that couldn’t 
exist without their financial support, and for a 
long time, that meant making generous, multi-
year investments in national and international 
organizations, as well as educational institutions. 
But recently, the Foundation turned its attention to 
the GTA—to apply the same thoughtful, impactful 
approach they’re known for to local giving, too. 

The family understood that Indigenous, Black 
and racialized populations in this region are 
increasingly being left behind. For its part, the 

Foundation is making a three-year $2.6 million 
investment in United Way Greater Toronto, starting 
in 2021/2022, to allow United Way to scale up 
its support for organizations and programs that 
serve these communities. This transformative gift 
catalyzes United Way’s work towards building 
an equitable society for the most underserved 
communities across Peel, Toronto and York Region. 

Bob says the decision to partner with United Way 
came down to trust. The Foundation was looking 
for an organization with an unimpeachable history 
of rigour, oversight and expertise, and United Way 
fit the bill in every way.

“We decided to work with United Way as a trusted 
leader and partner in our community committed 
to addressing barriers that have held back some 
individuals for too long,” he says. 

The impact of this investment will be profound. 
The Foundation’s gift is leading-edge because it 
provides flexible funding for culturally specific 
programs and services aimed at Indigenous, Black 
and other racialized communities, but even more 
importantly, it also invests in the leadership and 
infrastructure of organizations that are led by those 
populations. This means the Foundation’s gift 
doesn’t just support individuals, it also strengthens 
capacity for both the agency and the sector. 

“It was important to us to focus our investment 
on where it could have the greatest impact,” 
Bob says. “United Way will use these funds to 
support Indigenous, Black and other racialized 
communities, which often experience systemic 
inequities, racism and discrimination. This gift will 
help bring about long-term change.”

Catalyzing change
in GTA communities
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“  We decided to work with 
United Way as a trusted  
leader and partner in our 
community committed to 
addressing barriers that  
have held back some 
individuals for too long.”

BARRETT FAMILY FOUNDATION
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The Halenda Family

Bradley & Karen Hardie

The William & Nona Heaslip 
Foundation

Dale & Chris Hewat

Ziad Hindo & Dalal Kazandji

■  Zabeen Hirji and Family

Harold & Karen Holloway

John A. Honderich

Robert & Joan Howald

Ahsan Hussain

■  Martine M. Irman

Richard & Donna Ivey

Rosamond Ivey

Darrell Jensen & Dan McHenry

■  Monique Jilesen

Jay Kellerman &  
Janny Cohen Kellerman

Dave & Kim Kelly

Kathryn Kennedy

Estate of Margaret  
Gwendolyn King

Don Langill

Tanya Lee & John Torrey

 Jim Leech & Deb Barrett

Greg Lemaich & Julie Sutherland

Phil Lind

Don & Sandra Linsdell

Jeff Lloyd & Barbara Henders

■  Christine Lonsdale

Philip & Christina Lunn

Elio Luongo

Barbara & Dougal Macdonald

James & Danielle MacDonald

Daniel Machacek

H. Ross MacKinnon &  
Carmen Benoit

Edward J. Mah

Mary Lou Maher &  
Virginia Hatchette

Vineet, Trish, Chetan &  
Nisha Malhotra

Nicolas Marcoux &  
Marie-Pierre Boisclair

Michael McCain and Family

Kim McClure & Seumas Woods

■  Islay & Mike McGlynn

David McKerroll

Paul & Martha McLean

Jamsheed Mehta and Family

Michael & Kelly Meighen

Rupert & Sheila Merer

■ Seth & Theresa Mersky

Eric Métivier & Rita Caporiccio

Douglas & Claudia Miehm

Chris & Nicole Miller

Mike & Pam Miller

Nadir & Shabin Mohamed

■  Silvia Montefiore &  
Stephen Yakimoff

Greg Moore & Kyu Choi

Mark & Vanessa Mulroney

Doug & Alexa Murphy

The Murtaugh Fund

Christopher & Caroline Newall

Margaret Newall

Douglas & Janet Newlands

Jennifer Newman &  
Patrick Marley

Mark Noskiewicz &  
Heather Floyd

Ernie & Lyndsay Nutter

Áine O’Flynn & Steven Braun 

Pace Family Foundation

David Panko

Andrew & Lisa Parker and Family

David & Barbara Payne

Moens Pedersen & Sue Simone

Dave & Liz Pelletier

John & Penny Pepperell

Andrew & Denise Pilkington

Linda Plumpton & Krista Hill

Pollock Family Foundation

Bert & May Powell

Satish Rai

Mary & Eric Rawlinson

Aaron Regent

■  Lisa Reikman

Michael Rhodes

Keren Rice

Paul Richards

Richard Rooney

Susan & David Scandiffio
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Annie & Paul Scurfield

Jonathan See

Sekyi-Otu Family

Ryan & Meredith Selwood

■  Godyne Sibay

Jenny & Oscar Signoretti

Leh Sih & Norm Boersma

Nathan & Lily Silver  
Family Foundation

■  Diane & Rick Sinhuber

Ronald G. Slaght

Kris & Sandra Smith

Stephen Smith

Burke & Elisabeth Smyth

■  Paul & Lisa Somers

Karen Soupcoff

Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson

Thomas & Deborah Spencer

■  Doris Stamml & Brian Whibbs

Richard & Mary Jane Stephenson

Bruce Stratton &  
Valerie McDonald

Andrew & Jennifer Stuart

Richard & Glenna Talbot

Jo Taylor & Kathy Murray

Alain Thibault

Kelvin Vi Luan Tran

Bruce & Lina Vickers

Cynthia Waite & Bob Leonidas

Jeremy & Susan Walker

David Watt & Gwen Anderson

■  Katy Waugh & Rod Davidge

Jeff & Dianne Wendling

Paul & Tammy Whitehead

Damon & Stevi Williams

■  Jilla & Robert Williams 
Foundation

Michael & Muriel Wissell

Tom & Ruth Woods

Don Wright

Robert Yeung

■  Lisa & Jason Yip

Richard Young

Patricia Younger

Maria Zakos

Daniele & Liliana Zanotti

and 28 donors who wish to 
remain anonymous

Pacesetter 
($15,000-$24,999) 

Cordelia Abankwa

Christopher Abe & Michelle 
O’Malley

Rona Abramovitch

Beth Adams & Sohrab Movahedi

Airlie Foundation

Svend Albrektsen &  
Elaine Albrektsen

Jacqui Allard

Dean & Jane Anastas

Mark & Gail Appel

Liz Armstrong

■  Sarah J. Armstrong

Nitin Babbar & Adela Mall

Rose & Dion Bailey

Heather Baker

Ivan & Michelle Bandic

Dominique Barker & Matt Gibson

Laura & David Barker

Barnes Family

Michael & Andrea Barrack

Gordon & Susan Bell

The Bell Family

Karin Bergeron &  
Michael Leschart

Nurjehan & Shiraz Bharmal

Wayne & Janice Bossert

Monica Boyd

Paul J. Bradley

Liz & John Breen

Brettler Mintz Foundation

■  Teresa & Gordon Briggs

Estate of John Fred Brookes

Brian Brophy

■  Rob Brown & Barbara Owen

Doug Bryce

Paul & Ann Bunting

Cassandra Camp &  
Duncan Osborne

Robert & Lesley Cancelli
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Remembering
John Honderich



IN MEMORIAM 
JOHN HONDERICH

There are very few individuals  
who are so intimately connected 
to this place we love—or who have 
taken so wholeheartedly a hand 
in improving its fortunes and 
addressing its failures—as former 
Toronto Star editor and publisher 
John Honderich. 
 
Passing away last February at the 
age of 75, he departed all too soon, 
leaving a life rich in contribution— 
a legacy to which we all can aspire.  

John was larger than life. A 
commanding presence and a 
standout in bright bow ties, he was 
known for taking big bets in business 
and bringing bold, creative ideas to 
all challenges.  

His deep love for Toronto did not 
inure him to the social issues that 
impact so many. Instead, weaned 
on the Atkinson principles that 
animated the news gathering and 
storytelling of the Toronto Star 
since its early days, he brought his 
privilege and passion to a lifelong 
pursuit of social justice.  

And we are so fortunate that he 
chose to share that with United 

Way. Over the years, he was a 
bedrock of savvy and support, taking 
on a range of roles. He was a hyper-
engaged board member, digging 
in deep on a variety of committees 
from finance to policy, and a 
fundraiser extraordinaire unafraid 
of leading the charge to collapse 
the distance between corporate 
boardrooms and community. He 
was a generous donor and advisor 
who stewarded us through two 
mergers and championed countless 
new initiatives, including the first 
of our community hubs in under-
served areas and the Inclusive Local 
Economic Opportunity initiative, an 
innovative model for neighbourhood 
change, now unfolding in 
Scarborough’s Greater Golden Mile. 

He was a true city builder in every 
sense.  

We have lost his outsized local love 
just when we need it more than 
ever. But we carry him with us, 
that nudge at our shoulder as we 
continue our work, that voice in our 
ear, urging us to make this place 
everything it can be for everyone 
who calls it home: “Toronto is on 
the cusp, my friend. Onward.”  
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Carolyn & Bob Carew

Carter Fund at the Community 
Foundation of Mississauga

John & Margaret Casey 

Michael A.J. Catford

Rene Cayouette & Joan Beck

Nick & Catherine Chan

The Chan-Sing Family

Deborah Chant

Diana Chant & William Mitchell

The Chapple-McCallum Family

Jordy Chilcott

Raymond & Karen Chun

Bert & Lara Clark

James & Cynthia Coccimiglio

Tony Cocuzzo

The Coffey Family Foundation

John Coke & Cathy Cranston

David & Joan Cole

Sheila H. Connell

The Copeland Family

Mary & John Crocker

Currie Family

Lorna Cuthbert & Heather Giffen

Raymond Danniels

David Danziger

Michael & Honor de Pencier

George & Katherine Dembroski

Mark & Wendy DesLauriers

Kam & Bal Dhadwar

Ron Dimock & Wendy Wayling

Jimmy Dinh

Sebastian & Maria Distefano

Jason & Laila Drysdale

Steve Dumanski & Deirdre Neary

Mario Durigon

Daniel Flemming Engels

George & Doone Estey

The Fahner Family

Janice Farrell Jones &  
Dave Jones

Paul & Sarah Farrell

John, Lisa, Robert, Joshua & 
Matthew Ferren

Robert & Dagmara Fijalkowski

Brad, Angelica, Timothy & 
Jonathan Finch

Jeremy Forgie

Brad & Rona Fox

Jeremy Fraiberg &  
Martha Hundert

Blair Fraser, Evise Kopliku  
and Family

Freedman-Feinstein  
Family Foundation

Michael & Jane Freund

Colm Freyne & Viraj Desai

Hugh R Furneaux

James Gage & Danielle Miller

Kosta & Vicky Galanis

Nick & Angela Galletto

David & Judy Galloway

Herman & Neelam Gill

R. Peter Gillin

■  Valerie Gillis

Endla & John Gilmour

Michael Goodson

Kevin & Shobna Gopaul

Mark & Patricia Gordon

Helena & Armin Gottschling

Stephen & Andrea Halperin

■  Sandra Hamilton

Cynthia Hansen & Joe Concini

Faisal Hassan & Laurie Taniguchi

Jan & Bill Hatanaka

Sharon Haward-Laird &  
Steven Laird

Helen & Jason Hayes

David Heatherly

Joe Heffernan

Jane Henderson &  
Dr. Michael Sherar

Christian Hensley

Peter Hepburn

Graeme & Sandra Hepworth

■  Karen Higgins

Lisanne Hill & Rob Dowler

Mari & Lee Hodgkinson

Edward Hoskin

Cally Hunt

C.R. Hunter

■  Lea Hutton and Family
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“  Relying on experts is an important 

part of why I’ve been fortunate and 

successful in my life, and that’s why 

my family supports United Way.  

We created the Goldberg Family 

Challenge Match in 2021 as an 

investment in what United Way  

does, all of which is diverse yet all  

of which is so needed.”
— Rick Goldberg



For Gail Drummond and Bob Dorrance, it all comes down 
to community.

“We both strongly feel that it’s important to live in 
communities where everybody can collectively grow 
together,” says Bob, who, alongside Gail, feels a 
responsibility to make the place they call home—Toronto 
—somewhere that supports and uplifts everyone who lives 
there. Their shared philosophy on giving back is a version 
of “A rising tide lifts all ships”—but with, Bob notes, an 
acknowledgment that “rising tides don’t lift all ships at the 
same pace.” 

The couple’s focus on community is one of the reasons 
they’ve been involved with United Way for over twenty 
years. “You can find charities that are working to solve a 
health issue or an education issue or an arts issue,” says 
Bob, “but United Way is working on community issues 

Challenge accepted

GAIL DRUMMOND  
AND BOB DORRANCE
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with a strong strategic vision.” As someone who knows a 
thing or two about strategy himself—Bob led TD Securities 
for over twenty years—he admires United Way’s ability to 
“connect dots” across communities. “It finds opportunities 
for involvement, and provides a solution,” says Bob, who 
retired as President and CEO in 2021 and now serves as TD 
Securities’ Chairman.

While he’s hosted an annual fundraising event on the TD 
trading floor for years, two years ago Bob got what he calls 
“a front row” seat, serving on the 2020 cabinet as the bank 
stepped up in a significant way to support United Way. 
He was struck by the impact of the pandemic across the 
Greater Toronto Area—and the way United Way was able to 
move quickly to support the people and organizations who 
needed help the most. 

It’s why he and Gail felt that the time was right to make a 
significant gift to United Way’s 2021 Community Recovery 
Campaign. “We thought, ‘If we’re going to do something 
like this, what better time to do it than now?’” Their gift 
matched all new Major Individual Giving gifts of $10,000 
or more. 

“Having a matching gift fires people up to increase and 
become major givers. There’s an aspect of a challenge that 
can provide that spark,” says Bob. It’s not meant to be 
competitive, but if that spurs people to give, well, game on. 
“We did it because we wanted to match as many donations 
as possible,” he adds with a laugh. “We’re happy it cost us 
some money.” 

“  You can find charities that are 
working to solve a health issue or 
an education issue or an arts issue 
... but United Way is working on 
community issues with a strong 
strategic vision.”
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Paul & Judy Huyer

Sumant Inamdar

Jason & Julie Ince

Ofelia Isabel & Jeff Mackintosh

Emily Jelich 

Naveen Kalia

Jonathan & Shannon Kallner

Allen & Sharon Karp

Josh & Elizabeth Kay

Michael & Lynne Kehoe

■  Anna Kennedy

Sean Kersey

The Warren & Debbie Kimel 
Family Foundation

Lorrie King

Scott & Erin Kraag

Krauss Family Charitable Trust

Sharon Kubicek

Michelle Lalonde & Derek Flood

Brian Lang

Daniel Lang & Jacklyn Campbell

Jane A. Langford &  
J. Blair Freeman

Todd Lawrence and Family

Eva Lee & Andrew Macartney

The LeGresley Family Foundation

Jean-Raphaël & Lorraine Lessard

David Lever & Siobhan Ryan

Andrew Lewis & Sharon Whyte

Mike Lin

Mike Lipkin

Yves Locas & Susan Hoeltken

The Lomas Family

Robert & Patricia Lord

John Lorito

Warren & Heather Lovely

Alan & Glynis MacGibbon

Laurie & David MacLachlan

Garry MacNicholas

Brendan Maher

Mary G. Manocchio

Marinelli Family

Elisabeth Marsden & John Spears

Barbara & Ian Mason

Richard Matheson &  
Susan Mitchell

Scott & Nicole McBurney

Catherine McCowan &  
Steve Williams

Blair McCreadie

Shannon McGinnis

Lawrence & Carrie McKean

Mark & Judy McLean

Eileen McMahon &  
Mark Scinocca

Christian McMillan &  
Karina Thompson

Esther McNeil, in memory of 
John D. McNeil

Ben & Judy Mellett

Bojan Miladinovic

Daniel Mills & Sarah Whyte

Bruce H. Mitchell

Thomas & Angela Moch

David Montanera

Alex & Abby Moore

The Moore Family

Ian & Ingrid Morrison

■  James Mountain &  
Joanne Weaver

Chris Murray

Andrea O. Nalyzyty

The Naomi Fund

Fred Nastos

Rob Nicholls

Craig Noble & Krista McLeod

Michael Norman

Daniel Nowlan

Matt & Elizabeth O’Brien

Perry Orestes

Helena Pagano & Joe Pagano

Jennifer Page

Ty Panagoplos

Jaqui Parchment

William & Susan Parsons

Nilesh Patel

Rose Patten

Murray & Jane Pearson

Sholeh & Tawfiq Popatia

Betty, Ken & Amanda Pun

Jason & Adrianne Rachlin

Gayle Ramsay
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Connie Reeve

■  Gabrielle & Greg Richards

Anna & Angus Rigby

Susan Rimmer &  
Marc Dupuis-Desormeaux

Donald & Marjorie Rogers

Simon Romano

James Russell & Belinda Matala

■  Andi Sabada

Jaswinder Salh & Rohit Bhapkar

Robert & Theresa Scullion

Chris Sexton & Wendy Daniels

Shannon Family

Robert Sherrin

Gary Shieck & Carmen Edgell

Deb Shime & Michele Lent

Michael A. Smedley

Brian & Lucy Smith

Jamie Sokalsky & Nancy Braun

Walied & Deena Soliman

Maureen & Wayne Squibb

Olivia & Mark Steedman

■  David Steele & Rebecca Burrows

Jamie Storrow

■  Kate Stothers

Mark & Mary Louise Strang

Rob Strickland

Barbara Stymiest

Gary & Louise Sugar

Daniel & Sandra Sullivan

Dean Summerville

Doug Tanner

■  Kristin R Taylor

Daniel & MaryAnne Tecimer

Temerty Foundation

Deborah Templer

Bruce & Gayle Thomas

Craig & Cynthia Thorburn

John Todd & Jenny Ginder

James C. Tory

■  James Tower & Pamela Hanson

John & Lori Ulmer

Peter & Sheila Vandenberk

Estate of Antje Van Egmond

Luc & Pamela Vanneste

Lucy & George Vasic

Ryan Voegeli

Donna Wall and Family

■  Teresa J. Walsh & David Kines

Neal Walters

Stephen & Margo Waqué

Anthony & Karen Wensley

James & Joanna Wetmore

John & Karen Wetmore

Susan White

Wiggan Family

Karl & Kim Wildi

■  Gordon Willcocks

Matt Willis

The Honey & Leonard Wolfe 
Family Charitable Foundation

Susan Wortzman & Glenn Smith

Eric & Cheryl Wright

William Young

Denise Zarn & Jim Shenkman

Caroline Zayid

Michael Zerbs

and 33 donors who wish to 
remain anonymous

Builder 
($10,000-$14,999) 

Mary Abbott

John Abraham & Linda Kurdydyk

David Allgood &  
Helen Stevenson

David Amber &  
Emma Thompson

Julia Andrew

Yogen Appalraju

Derek & Yoo-Mi Astley

Alaina Aston

Dan & Elizabeth Atack

Carl Attie

Lisa Austin

Terry & Gail Badour

John Bain & Lynda Bottoms

■  Harleen K. Bains

Gordon D. Baird

Anita Banicevic
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IN MEMORIAM 
SHIRLEY GRANOVSKY

Looking out
    next 
generation

for the

Shirley Granovsky always believed in helping her 
community. At every point in her life, she did what she 
could to practice the philanthropic view she cultivated 
alongside her husband Philip. To her, giving was an 
honour and an obligation. “It’s just so important to do 
what you can to support your community,” she said. 

For Shirley, that meant investing in the future of the 
GTA’s youth. In a remarkable act of generosity, she 
made a transformational gift of $1 million to United 
Way in 2015 to ensure more young people had the 
support and education they needed to go out into the 
world and make their mark. She was able to see the 
impact of her gift first-hand, joining a graduation 
ceremony for students completing a United Way-
supported skills training program, an experience she 
called “wonderful.” 

She was involved in many charitable organizations such 
as United Jewish Appeal (UJA), Kehilla, Ve’ahavta, 
Associated Hebrew Schools, Baycrest, the Toronto 
Jewish Film Festival and more. Kind of heart and 
generous in spirit, Shirley passed on joy and sparkle to 
all she encountered. She will be greatly missed by her 
family and the many whose lives she touched.
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Laura Barclay Herod

John Barker

The Barnes Family  
Charitable Foundation

■  Erica Baron & Ken Hunt

Paul A. Baroni

Justin Barr & Jen Lamb

■ Deb Barrett

Catherine Bateman

Sarit Batner

Bealight Foundation

Kaye & Paul Beeston

Eric Belanger &  
M-C Prud’homme

Carolynne Bell & JP Matthews

Maureen Bell

Lynn & Tony Belo

Brent & Lynn Belzberg

Brian Bennett

Bradley Berg & Brian Rolfes

Catharine & Geoff Bertram

Rohit Bhardwaj

Graham Bird

■  Susan Bishop

John Black

Cheryl & Herbert Blum

Barbara Boake

Philip Bolton & Adrienne Loncke

Mike Boluch

■  Tammy Borgmann

Jonathon Borland

Justin & Blenda Bosa

Christopher Bostwick

■  Jane Botsford

Stephen & Linda Boutilier

Mike & Lisa Boyd

John W. Brace

Jeremy Brasseur

■  Tracy Brennan & Eric Spiekman

Paul J. Brink

Quentin & Dianne Broad

Broer/Marshall Family

Douglas Brooks

James & Lisa Brooks

■  Mary Ellen Brown &  
Stephen Erochko

Jillian Bruce

Reno & Jeannie Bugiardini

William D Bulger

Ryan Burgis

Terry Burgoyne

Kevin Burke Foundation

Scott & Beverly Burrows

Annie & David Caldwell

John & Seanna Callaghan

Debra & Barry Campbell

■  Marta Cano & Mark Peyman

John Capozzolo & Paola Ceolin

■  Daniela Carcasole

Rowena Chan

■  Yvonne Chan

Susan Chang-Hong and Family

Heather & Dave Cheeseman

Wendy Chong & Andrew Edgell

Betsey Chung

Andrew Clarke & Betsy Britnell

Allan D. Coleman

Marilyn Cook

Sean Cooper

The Sydney & Florence Cooper 
Foundation

Todd & Susan Cooper

The Corbett Family

Peter Corry

Mary Cranston & Kevin Spencer

The Crook Family

Michael Cruickshank

Darryl & Camilla Cruz

Gordon Currie &  
Robin Heintzman

Silvana D’Alimonte

Stephen D’Arcy

■  Deepa Daryanani &  
Sanjay Nakra

Nan DasGupta &  
Michael Bernstein

Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson

David Daum

John & Erika David

Mark & Susan Davis

Ian De Verteuil & Linda Glover
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Puneet Kohli has been thinking about income 
inequality for a long time. 

“In grade seven, I had two pairs of pants and two 
pairs of shirts, and I had to rotate them to make it 
look like I had a set for every day of the week,” he 
says. “It’s not that we were poor—I was still able 
to eat, I had a roof over my head. But I could tell 
that other people had more.”

Even more importantly, he noticed that the 
difference between the haves and the have-
nots didn’t have anything to do with how hard 

PUNEET KOHLI

School
thoughtof
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people worked. He was surrounded by adults 
who worked very hard—they just didn’t make the 
same amount of money as some of his classmates’ 
parents, and this limited their access to the 
opportunities, networks and resources that could 
improve their lives. 

“That stuck with me,” Puneet says.

Now a parent of four kids himself, he’s even more 
invested in building a more equal society—one 
where all children in the GTA have access to 
the same opportunities. That’s why he supports 
United Way.

He learned about the organization through work; 
Puneet is an Assistant Vice President at the 
Healthcare of Ontario Pension Plan (HOOPP) 
and a few years ago, his then-CEO, Jim Keohane,  
encouraged him to get involved in the company’s 
annual fundraising campaigns in support of 
United Way. Jim arranged for some of his 
senior staff, including Puneet, to visit the Dorset 
Park Community Hub, a United Way agency in 
Scarborough that provides the community with 
a wide range of services, including employment 
services, home care for seniors, a food bank, 
youth programming and settlement services for 
newcomers to Canada. It was an opportunity 
for him to see the “work and impact first-hand,” 
Puneet says. “It then became an easy choice for 
me to give to United Way.”

For the past seven years, he has been supporting 
United Way at the Leadership level, and last year, 
he decided to level up his giving by becoming a 
major donor. And he hasn’t just been donating 
money; he’s also been donating time. In 2017, 
he co-chaired one of the most successful HOOPP 

campaigns ever. “Though I am rooting for the 
next campaign to beat ours for the sake of both 
United Way and the people it helps,” he says.

It’s all part of his mission to give kids in the GTA 
what they need to build better lives—including, 
most importantly, education. 

“My parents definitely instilled in me the belief 
that you have to do well at school in order to get 
a good job and have a good life,” he says. “Then, 
when I became an adult and began seeing not 
only what’s happening within Canada, but also 
across the world, I really saw that a lot of society’s 
failings, whether that’s income inequality or 
racism, stem from ignorance. If you just have a 
good baseline education, that alleviates so much.” 

“  ... I really saw that a lot of 
society’s failings, whether that’s 
income inequality or racism, 
stem from ignorance. If you just 
have a good baseline education, 
that alleviates so much.”
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Ciro & Paola DeCiantis

Ian & Kiki Delaney

Lionel & Winsome deMercado

David Denison &  
Maureen Flanagan

Martin Denyes

Alan & Kris Depencier

Gillian Dingle

Sonal Doshi

Jennifer Douglas

Craig Downey

■  Laney Doyle

Elan Dresher

Erez & Meg Eizenman

David Ellen

Jean & Paul Emond

■  Patricia Everingham

Jed Fallis

Heather & Michael Faralla

N.J. Farrell

Myran Faust & Julianna Ahn

Clayton Feick

Michael G. Fekete

Andy & Cathie Feldman

Jay & Vered Feldman

Michael Flux & Marnie Smith

Don W.J. Forgeron

■  Judith Foster

Susan Foster & John Owens

Don & Arlene Fox

Don Fraser & Jane Hudson

Mike Fraser & Jennifer McIntyre

Kenneth J. Fredeen

Nicole Frew

Laura K. Fric

The Friesen Family

Filomena Frisina

John & Wendy Fursey

Jeff & Michelle Gabriel

Louis Gagnon

DH Gales Family  
Charitable Foundation

Gaonkar Family

Daniel R. Garcia-Moreno

M F Garvey

Alka Gautam

Lucie V Gauvin

Kirby Gavelin & Louise Tymocko

Dan & Tanya Giaquinto

Mary Gibbons

■  Conni Gibson

Haley & Kosty Gilis

The Gillespie Family Foundation

Laurence Goldberg &  
Diane Spivak

Harry & Gayle Goldgut

Brad & Nathalie Goldhar

Blake C. Goldring

■  Lisa Goodfellow

Julia Gorman & Bill Wright

Janet Gouinlock

David Gourlay & Shannon Jones

Magda Grace & Aziz Moussallier

Jessica & Peter Graham

■  Kimberley Graham

Danny C. Grandilli

Gratias Family

In Honour of Karen Green

Lindy Green & Joanna Sinukoff

Michael Griffiths

Andrew Grimes

Susan Grundy

Jason Gudofsky

Jonathan Hackett

Darcy & Bridget Hall

The Hamdy Family

Ross & Cathy Hamilton

■  Tanya Hanrahan

■  The Harquail Family

Marion & Stephen Hart

Raza & Sadaf Hasan

Marianne Hasold-Schilter &  
Alf Schilter

Derek Hatoum

■  Sandra Henderson &  
Shawn Mullin

Mike & Tracey Henry

Vic & Marion Hepburn

■  Leanne Herbst

Mary Ellen Herman
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B.A. Himel Family Foundation

Judy Hirsh & Peter Ballon

Colin & Maureen Holland

Lloyd & Rebecca Hong

Joseph Howieson

Huppke Family

Steven Hurowitz & Diane Osak

Alison James

Christopher John &  
Dr. Shaheen Darani

Sylvia Jones

Taara & Jerome Julier  
von Badenthal

Raj Juneja

Heather Kaine & Andy Kenins

John Kazanjian & Susan Soloway

Erin & Ryan Keleher

■  Sheryl Kennedy & Bill Fleury

Andy Kent

Heather Killian

■  Jane E Kinney & Christian Bode

Leslie M. Klein

■  Terra Klinck

Alka & Puneet Kohli

Eliot & Carolyn Kolers

John J. Kollar

Vahan & Susie Kololian

Heather & Tom Kornya

Joe & Susan Kostandoff

Laham Family

Ron Lalonde & Jane Humphreys

Jean Lam & Paul Ostrander

David Lambie

Dean Landry

Malcolm & Tara Lang

The Albert & Temmy Latner 
Family Foundation

Scott Lawrence & Karen Wolfe

Bruce & Lianne Leboff

Edgar & Sandy Legzdins

Leith Family

Charles & Tonya Lesaux

Brina & Jon Levin

Lawrence & Pamela Lewis

Ricky & Doris Lie Ken Jie

LSRK Foundation

Jack Lui

Peter Lukasiewicz &  
Kathy MacDonald

Cynthia MacDougall

Amy & John Macfarlane

Janet G. MacInnis

John & Jan MacIntyre

■  Douglas C. Mackay

Marc MacMullin

Peter MacPhail

Arden & Marla Majewski

Sumit Malhotra & Sandip Sidhu

Mona & Kevin Malone

■  Gillian Manning

Susan Manwaring

■  Nancy Marini

Doug & Susie Marshall

Jeff & Tracy Martin

Peter G Martin

Steven Mason

Gary Mattan

■  Gerald McCaughey

Patrick McCay

John McCluskey

Brad McConnell & Helen Vokas

Bruce McCuaig 

Terri McDowell

Kate McGilvray & David Pathe

James McGuigan and Family

Glen & Debra McIntosh

Neil McLaughlin &  
Nancy Gamble

Ryan McNally &  
Martha Kerr-McNally

Kyle McNamara

Margaret C. McNee

Ann McNeilly & Paul Steep

Robert Mellema

Heather L. Meredith

Stephen Miao

Etienne Middleton &  
Heidi Roeder

Peter & Terry Milligan

Peter & Susan Milovanovic

Pouya Shlomo Minazad
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MONIQUE JILESEN

It all started with a workplace giving campaign. 

The year was 1999 and Monique Jilesen was an 
articling student at a top Toronto law firm, which 
was running a giving campaign for United Way. 
Monique knew right away that she wanted to 
contribute. 

Growing support
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“First and foremost, I wanted to give back to the 
community in which I live,” she says. “I also have 
confidence in the work that United Way does, the 
research that they’ve done, and the support that 
they give to their community partners. I know that 
the money that I’m donating goes to the people 
who need it the most.”

Monique is particularly passionate about 
giving to women and children in the GTA who 
are experiencing poverty. She has a personal 
connection to this cause—the daughter of a 
single mother who’s now a mother herself, she 
understands the intense demands of  
motherhood, and can imagine how much harder  
it would be without adequate resources and 
support. 

“I was lucky as a child because my mother had 
her family’s support. Because my grandparents 
were there for us, I was surrounded by all of the 
material things I needed,” she says. “And as an 
adult, I had all the support you can imagine raising 
my children. I know it would have been so much 
harder if I didn’t have that help. So, that’s why I see 
this as an area of deep need.”

Over the past 23 years, Monique has unwaveringly 
and increasingly supported United Way, steadily 
focusing more and more of her giving (and time) 
on programs serving women and children. 

“To think that there are children who don’t have 
what they need to survive and thrive in this country 
is really unacceptable,” she says. 

That’s why her financial support has been directed 
to United Way’s Women United group since 2015. 

She has long been a major donor, but during the 
pandemic, she saw how women and children were 
facing disproportionate harm and was inspired 
to increase her annual giving, something she has 
sustained this year, too. In addition to joining the 
Major Individual Giving Cabinet for the coming 

year, Monique has also held senior volunteer 
roles, co-hosted Women United events and even 
made time last fall to shop for and assemble 24 
“gorgeously girly” school backpacks with her two 
teenage daughters. 

And, she’s also championed United Way at 
her firm, both through events, which she 
has participated in and organized, as well as 
in conversations with colleagues where she 
emphasizes how effective and easy it is to support 
United Way.

“Everyone I know wants to share and support 
others. It really is just a question of where a 
person’s individual priorities or interests lie,” 
she says. “So while I can be shy, I do speak with 
my colleagues about why I give to United Way. 
A long time ago, someone told me that they saw 
United Way as a ‘giving concierge’ for what’s most 
important in the community and I like to think of it 
that way, too. So, I try to pass that idea on.”

“  To think that there are 
children who don’t have what 
they need to survive and 
thrive in this country is really 
unacceptable.”
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Robert & Caroline Mionis

Ahsan Mirza

Adam Mitchell & Lindsay Sinclair

Adrian Mitchell

■  Louise & Donald Mitchell

Joan Mohammed

John Monger & Odette Soriano

■  J. Susan Monteith

Andrea Morrison

Sean Morrison

Blair & Jutta Morton

Loutfi Mouaket

■  Julia Moynihan & Chris Aurini

Vic & Gail Mudie

■  JET Mundy Family Charitable 
Foundation

Bill & Brenda Murphy

Steve & Sue Murphy

Barry & Esther Naiberg Family 
Fund at the Jewish Foundation  
of Greater Toronto

Rudolph Naiberg Family

Gurdev S. Narula

■ Lara & Brahm Nathans

Paul Nazar & Sherry Robertson

The Nesbitt Family

Gary & Shannon Nevison

Jonathan Newton  
Professional Corporation

Wendy Noss & Jerald Wortsman

Antonio Novillo

Brian O’Byrne

Robert Olsen

Phil & Gayle Olsson

Paul Orlander & Helayna Shekter

In honour of Barbara Orrett

Dean & Mara Orrico

Matthew & Suzanne Owens

Palazzi Family

The Parish-Stirling Family

James M. Parks

V. Parmar

Scott K. Parsons

Joyce & Iseo Pasquali

Dr. Andrew & Ruth Patterson

Adrian Paulse

Geoff & Linda Pearlstein

Steve & Marnie Pedersen

■  Mary L Pember

Robert Pemberton

Carlo Perri

Scott Perry

The Petman Foundation

Paul Petrelli

Andrew Phillips & Cathy Houston

Alan Polak & Sheri Belanger

Jonathan & Kerry Porter

Pat & Lloyd Posno

Patrick Priestner

■  Victoria Prince & Philip Robson

■  Jennifer Publicover &  
Damien Carter

Brian & Joanne Pukier

■  Farah Qasemi

Nancy Ramalho & Jeff Graham

Evelyn & William Rasberry

David & Tasha Rawlings

Brendan Reay &  
Ruthanne Corman

David & Donna Redmond

Dan & Kelly Rees

Geoff & Cathy Reeves

Rochelle Reichert

John Reid

■  Laura Reinholz & Tony Fedun

Debra Renaud

Robert Richardson & Jasprit Gill

Jeff & Beth Richmond

Gillian Riley & Chris Thompson

Barbara Ritchie

Russel Robertson

Egy Rose Family

Andrea Rosen &  
Stephen MacDonald

Craig Roskos & Mary-Lynne Oke

Michael Royce

Nunzio Rucchetta

Colin Ryan

Sacks Family Foundation

T. Marshall Sadd

Gerald Sadvari & Amie Bonkalo
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James & Catherina Salem

Patricia Salib & Boris Nikic

Michelle Samson-Doel &  
Stan Doel

Jim Sanders

Judith & Howard Sandys

■  Michelle R Savoy

Anya Schnoor

Darren & Jen Shaughnessy

Olaf Sheikh

Victor & Rhoda Shields

■  Megan Shortreed

Adam & Allison Sinclair

Jeffrey Singer and Family

Peter & Catherine Singer

Tom & Joanne Singer

Awanish & Tanya Sinha

Neil & Lisa Skelding

Brian J. Slattery

Shea & Gillian Small

Tom & Ellen Smee

Steven W. Smith

Marion & Gerald Soloway

Anne Sonnen

Amy South

Kirste Spencer

Sean St. John

The Stackhouse Family

Bohdan Stasiw

Peter & Leanne Steger

Hugh Stewart

J. Warren & Catherine Stoddart

The St-Onge Family

Joe Strangis

James & Jill Strapp

■  Heather Street

Silvio Stroescu

Lynda & Jan Sucharda

Mary Sullivan

Camilla Sutton

Jay & Linda Swartz

Jennifer & Kenneth Tanenbaum 
Fund at the Jewish Foundation  
of Greater Toronto

R. Tanveer

Don Taylor & Cathryn Klassen

Tenaquip Foundation

Kevin Teslyk &  
Karine Abgrall-Teslyk

Barbara Thomson

Mary M. Thomson & Jan Ruby

Al Tinney

Michael & Sharon Torrance

Richard & Tracy Tory

Gary Townsend

Aileen Trescher

Mark & Bettie Tullis

The Turner Family

David Tweedie and Family

Chris Van Loan & Jessica Monk

Scott K. Vance

■  Sarah Vanderburg

Anthony Viel 

Karen & Thomas von Hahn

Elizabeth Vosburgh

■  Patrice Walch-Watson

Kyle & Kimberly Walker

Lenore Walters

Richard Ward & Sandra Sorenson

■  Benita Warmbold

Jeff & Deb Watson 

Gauthier Webanck

Robert & Mary Webb

Linda Weber & Chris Javornik

Colin Webster

Eric Wetlaufer

Julia Whitfield

Greg Wiebe & Sherri Melnick

■  Carol Wilding

James Wilkins

David & Bethany Williams

Grant & Terri Williams

Ray Williams

■  Jennifer Witzel

Steven Wolff & Rosalie Fine

Yaffe Feld Fund

Jennifer A. Young

Gabriella Zillmer & Bryan Bray

and 74 donors who wish to 
remain anonymous
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The 
Tomorrow Fund™
While many of today’s social challenges will be 
overcome, others will persist, and new ones will 
emerge. Contributions to United Way’s endowment 
program, The Tomorrow Fund™, ensure stable 
and ongoing funding to our network of community 
agencies so it can meet these challenges as they 
arise. We thank the following donors for their 
contributions—a show of local love that demonstrates 
a commitment to the future of our entire community. 
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Founders

Estate of J. W. Billes

Garth H. Drabinsky

George A. Fierheller

P & L Odette Foundation

Heather M. Reisman

Gerald W. Schwartz

Honey & Barry Sherman

Allan Slaight
 
George P. L. Wong 

Named Funds

The Abitibi-Consolidated Fund

The William & Lorna Anderson        
Family Fund

The Jennifer Babe Fund

The Charles & Marilyn Baillie          
Family Fund

The Marsha & Aubrey Baillie          
Family Fund

The J. Douglas Barrington Family Fund

The Paul Bates Fund

The Jalynn Bennett Family Fund

The “BUD” Family Fund

The Canada Chinese Computer 
Association Fund

The Donald & Irene Carefoot        
Family Fund

The Walter Carsen Fund

The Chaplick Family Fund

The Christie/Pepall Family Fund

The Copland Family Fund

The Anne Corbett Memorial Fund

The Gordon & Jean Cowperthwaite 
Family Fund

The Catherine Cragg Fund

The Dominic & Pearl D’Alessandro 
Educational Attainment Fund

The Davis-Rea Ltd. Fund

The Katherine & Ian Delaney          
Family Fund

The Garth Drabinsky Family Fund

The Honourable Charles &                  
Mrs. Anne Dubin Family Fund

The Dudstchak Family Fund

The Enbridge Consumers Gas Fund

The Fawcett Family Fund

The Fell Family Fund

The George Fierheller Family Fund

The Al & Rolande Flood Fund

The Wayne & Isabel Fox Family Fund

The Garrard Family Fund

The Peter & Shelagh Godsoe          
Family Fund

The Anne & Ron Golden Family Fund

The Irwin & Miriam Goldstein          
Family Fund

The Lou & Pearl Goodman              
Family Fund

The Robert & Denise Graham         
Family Fund

The Barry & Laurie Green Family Fund

The Michael & Cathy Horrocks         
Family Fund

The Henry Dyce Howitt Fund
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Growing up on a farm in Southwestern Ontario, 
Norie Campbell learned a lot about community. 
Her neighbours were a tight-knit bunch who took 
pride in being there for one another whenever they 
could, and her extended family and friends lived 
close by, too. She learned that when people come 
together, they can accomplish so much more than 
they can alone. 

When she moved to the Greater Toronto Area in 
the early ’90s, “the city and region felt so huge and 
impersonal,” she says. “I wanted to build those 
same connections I had growing up—and becoming 
involved with United Way helped me do that.”

Over the years, Norie has generously donated 
both funds and time to United Way. She has been 
involved with Women United for many years, and 
in 2020 joined the Campaign Cabinet. Last year, 
she was Major Individual Giving Cabinet Chair, a 
role that had become even more urgent during the 
pandemic, when the need for support and services 
across the GTA rose sharply. She also increased 
her annual giving substantially last year and 
committed to leaving a gift for United Way in her 
will, which will help future-proof the work United 
Way does in high-need communities across the 
region. 
 
She traces her commitment back to community. 
“One of the moments I remember most from the 
year was the power of the story from Nelly Gong, 
when she shared why she champions United Way,” 
Norie says. Last fall, Nelly shared her story with 
Women United—in 2000, she was a newcomer to 
Canada with a four-year-old son and another baby 
on the way. She was also undergoing treatment 
for chronic leukemia. Her family was far away 
and she hadn’t yet made deep connections in 

her community, so when she began experiencing 
domestic violence, there was no one to call. Peel 
Regional Police referred her to Embrave, then 
called Interim Place, a shelter for women and their 
children experiencing violence. From there, she 
was connected to Armagh House, a second stage, 
transitional supportive housing program. As she 
told the Women United members who attended 
the meeting, the “caring, counselling and coaching” 
she received at these organizations helped her 

to rebuild her life. After hearing Nelly’s story, 
Norie felt inspired. “I was struck by the power of 
resilience and, even more, the power of the human 
spirit to come through that experience and choose 
at the other end to give back to others through 
United Way,” she says. “And to bravely share her 
story! She hoped it would help others who might 
find themselves in similarly hard times—and 
motivate those of us who can to give generously to 
United Way.”

That’s exactly what happened. Inspired by Nelly’s 
story, Norie began working even harder to rally 
fellow volunteers. In fact, her ability to motivate 
members helped United Way meet its donation 
goals during a very difficult time, ensuring people 
from underserved communities got the help  
they needed. 

Powered
bycommunity

“  I wanted to build those same 
connections I had growing 
up—and becoming involved 
with United Way helped me  
do that.”
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The Betty Howson Family Fund

The Helen Kearns Family Fund

The David & Sheryl Kerr Family Fund

The Harry & Henrietta Kostman        
Family Fund

The Spencer Lanthier Family Fund

The Ben Le Fevre Mental Health 
Impact Fund

The Peter LeBlanc and James Ip Fund

The Edward and Lavinia Lees Fund

The Stephan & Sophie Lewar       
Family Fund

The Liang Family Fund

The Lindsay Family Fund

The Lynda & Reay Mackay Family Fund

The Norman & Hilary Mackenzie Fund

The Robert & Margaret MacLellan 
Fund

The Saker Madhani Fund

The Marwah Family Fund

The Viresh Mathur Family Fund

The McCarter Family Fund

The Susan McIsaac & Norm Brignall 
Fund

The Carol Mitchell, Richard Venn & 
The Venn-Mitchell Family Fund

The Lou Odette Family Fund

The Ontario NDP Marjorie Black Fund

The Isaac Osipovicz Memorial 
Endowment Fund

The Yezdi & Jennifer Pavri Family Fund

The John & Penelope Pepperell  
Family Fund

The Brenda Peters Leadership Fund

The Robert & Wendy Phillips &         
Family Fund

The Courtney & Alexa Pratt            
Family Fund

The Bob Rae & Arlene Perly Rae 
Family Fund

The Tara Leah Reinders Fund

The Heather Reisman &                  
Gerald Schwartz Family Fund

The Paul Richards Family Fund

The W. Grant & Margaret K. Ross 
Family Fund

The Michael & Sheila Royce            
Family Fund

The Honey & Barry Sherman           
Family Fund

The Allan Slaight &                
Emmanuelle Gattusso Family Fund

The Sprott Foundation Fund

The C. P. & Helen Stacey Fund

The Lucia & Rob Stephenson          
Family Fund

The Rosslyn Swanson Fund

The Kathleen Taylor & Neil Harris 
Family Fund

The Mary Taylor & Tim Burkholder 
Family Fund

The Toronto Hong Kong Lions            
Club Fund

The Martha Tory Family Fund

The Wanda Tse Family Fund

The Marla & Larry Wasser Family Fund

The Mark & Lorraine Weisdorf         
Family Fund

The Kevin Whitaker & Marie Moliner 
Family Fund

The Linda Mae Wilson Family Fund

The George Wong Family Fund

The Leon & Susan Wong Family 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary Fund

The Don & Jane Wright Family Fund

The Marcia & Arthur Zalev Fund

42  United Way 2021 Honour Roll



FARAH QASEMI

Dreaming

When Farah Qasemi thinks about the kind of world 
she wants to live in, she thinks about connection. 

“If the pandemic taught us anything, it’s that we as 
individuals are only as happy, successful, healthy 
and thriving as our communities are,” she says. 
“So, to me, none of us—no person, organization 
or country—can live in a bubble. COVID was a big 
wake-up call in that regard, and the big economic 
downturns of the last few decades have taught us 
that, too.”

That’s why, not long after she moved to Toronto 
to work on Bay Street, she decided to get involved 
with United Way. She chose the organization not 
just because it’s reputable and easy to work with, 
but also because it’s efficient.

“If you think about it strategically, a partnership 
with United Way has the highest impact because 
of the direct and multifaceted effect it has in the 
communities that we live in,” she says.

In the first decade of her career, Farah couldn’t 
give as much as she wanted to. Her earning power 
was lower then, and she was still recovering 
financially from moving to Canada as an 
international student. But she knew she wanted 
to make an impact, so she set a goal to give at the 
Leadership level and maximize her involvement 
by also volunteering her time. She sat on United 
Way’s GenNext Cabinet in her early 30s and acted 
as Co-chair in her final year, before moving to the 

United Kingdom temporarily for work. During that 
time, she also realized she could aim higher. 

“When I attended my first United Way Campaign 
Cabinet meeting in the capacity of the GenNext 
Cabinet Co-chair, I would see all of these 
influential leaders in the room. These were 
trailblazers I’d read about in the Business section 
of the Globe and Mail and the Financial Post. 
They were taking time out of their busy schedules 
to not just give themselves—but also to inspire 
executives in their organizations, communities and 
networks to contribute more,” Farah, who’s now 
a Financial Services Partner at EY, says. “I kept 
thinking, ‘That is where I want to end up when I 
grow up.’ So, in a way I wasn’t aiming for a CEO 
job as a sign of ‘making it,’ rather to me giving at a 
major donor level became the ultimate aspiration.”

Last year, she finally felt that she was ready to level 
up—so, she immediately committed to giving more, 
as well as sitting on the Major Individual Giving 
Cabinet and joining Women United. And she’s not 
done yet.

“I’m very happy that I’m finally there. But I don’t 
think my work here is done. I want to do more, 
and to lead by example, especially for others who 
are now where I was 20 years ago. Because I really 
do believe that giving back to your community, 
contributing to its health and happiness in a 
meaningful way, above and beyond just giving, is a 
must in this day and age, and not just a nice-to-do 
or an afterthought.” 

big
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Promises for 
Tomorrow
Promises for Tomorrow donors have made a 
commitment to support United Way with a future gift 
through their estate. The thoughtfulness and care 
they show today will have a significant and lasting 
impact that will benefit community for years to come.    
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Gifts made by Bequests  

Gifts made by Life Insurance  

Babak Abadi

Karon C. Bales

Catherine Berthiaume

Diane Boyle

John Bradlow

Veronica Bric

Norie C. Campbell

Robin Cardozo

Donald & Irene Carefoot

Sandy Chan

James Chen

Suzanne Clark

Carmen Clayton

Mary Cranston

Gichei Davidov

Michelle DiEmanuele

Alireza Eskandarzadeh

The Flux Family

Linda Freedman

Ted Garrard

Julia Gorman

Gary & Marilyn Harding

Robert Harding

Rev. Dr. Nancy E. Hardy

Joe & Laura Hohertz

Helen Huang

Vicki Janes

Emily Jelich

Kasiel Katis

Carol Kirsh

J. Spencer Lanthier & Diana Bennett

John Li

Elaine Lindo

Janet MacInnis

Claude Marchand

Claudia Marsales

Susan McIsaac

Ellen Michelson

Barbara Murchie

Deborah Nanton

Stan Neal

Benny Ng

Kira Pashkovsky

Martha & Mike Pedersen

Cynthia Peters

Susan Pigott

Courtney Pratt

Mary Prime

Paul Richards

John Richardson

Michael Royce

Sarah Saeed

Hoda Samater

Sarah Schwartz

Cori Simms

T. Ann Smiley

Mario So Gao

Lucia Stephenson

The Larry & Judy Tanenbaum  
Family Charitable Foundation

Kathleen Taylor

Lars Thormann

Aileen Trescher

Eric Tripp & Maria Smith

Susan Vardon

Kevin White

Elizabeth Wimmer

John Wong

Linda Young

Lindsay Zier-Vogel & Adam Hess

Jennifer Babe

Randy & Pat Billing

Donald Carefoot

Mary Anne Chambers

Bruce T. Humphrey

David Kerr

Janet MacInnis

Bob & Patricia Martin

Ellen Michelson

N. Jane Pepino, Q.C.

Cynthia Peters

John & Pamela Richardson

Gella & Paul Rothstein

Joseph & Mary Frances Sheehan

Andria N. Spindel

Linda Young
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IN MEMORIAM 
JULIA KOSCHITZKY

Julia Koschitzky was a kind and humble 
leader who dedicated her time and talents to 
keeping our community strong, connected 
and supported. 

Julia believed deeply in taking a hands-
on approach when it came to supporting 
the causes she cared about. She held 
many leadership positions within United 
Jewish Appeal (UJA) and played a central 
role in Operation Exodus, the rescue and 
resettlement of thousands of Jews from 
Russia to Israel in the 1990s. Alongside her 
husband, she established the Julia and Henry 
Koschitzky Centre for Jewish Education to 
make day schools more affordable, providing 
tuition assistance and programs for children 
and young adults. In addition to these 
achievements, Julia had an incredible impact 
on communities across the GTA through her 
generous support of United Way.

Julia embodied a true love of humanity, 
improving and touching the lives of 
many. Her legacy will serve as an ongoing 
motivation for action and a guiding light for 
many years to come. 

May her memory be a blessing.

through
kindness

Leading
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About United Way: As the largest non-government funder 
of community services in the GTA, United Way Greater 
Toronto reinforces a crucial community safety net to 
support people living in poverty. United Way’s network 
of agencies and initiatives in neighbourhoods across Peel, 
Toronto and York Region works to ensure that everyone 
has access to the programs and services they need to 
thrive. Mobilizing community support, United Way’s work 
is rooted in groundbreaking research, strategic leadership, 
local advocacy and cross-sectoral partnerships committed 
to building a more equitable region and lasting solutions to 
the GTA’s greatest challenges. 

Mark of Imagine Canada 
used under license by 
United Way Greater Toronto

#LocalLove

Corporate Office:
26 Wellington St. E. 12th Fl. 
Toronto, ON M5E 1S2 
Tel 416 777 2001  
Fax 416 777 0962 
TTY 1 866 620 2993

Peel Region Office:
90 Burnhamthorpe Rd. W.
Suite 1500, PO Box 58  
Mississauga, ON L5B 3C3
Tel 905 602 3650
Fax 905 602 3651

York Region Office:
80F Centurian Dr. Suite 206
Markham, ON L3R 8C1 
Tel 905 474 9974  
Fax 905 474 0051

unitedwaygt.org


